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The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our 
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.
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LEGENDS AWARDS APRIL 22, 2023

Remembering a Legend
Rev. Ernest Ralph Barnes, Sr.
Oct. 3, 1926 - Sept. 11, 2022

Submitted by Rev. Barnes in 2010

Rev. Ernest Ralph Barnes, Sr. was born in St. Mary’s County MD on October 
3, 1926. From the time he was four, he went back and forth from Maurice 

River to Maryland as his family worked in the oyster shucking houses. In 1933 
they settled in Shellpile, where Rev. Barnes said he saw his first cockroach and 
mosquito.

Rev. Barnes graduated valedictorian from Port Norris High School in 1945. 
He was one of only two African-American students to complete high school that 
year. It was common during that time for children from Shellpile to attend school 
only until the sixth grade, when they then went to work full-time in the shucking 
houses.

Rev. Barnes worked a variety of jobs from Dupont to local farms to the 
shucking houses. He worked for Robbins Bros and Harold Bickings. He also 
owned several small businesses, including a small restaurant. Rev. Barnes went 
to school part-time, which lead to work in the health field. He worked his way up 
from orderly to night charge nurse on the Alzheimer floor of the Veterans hospital 
in Vineland, where he worked for 20 years. During this time he continued his 
education, going to night school for horticulture. He started an edible flower 
business that he ran with his family for 13 years.

Reverend Barnes’ biggest love is his church He was called to the ministry 
in 1963 and was ordained in 1969. He started this career at the Shiloh Baptist 
Church Port Norris and work in churches throughout the area. He has been the 
pastor at Macedonia Baptist Church in Egg Harbor Township for more than 30 
years. He and his wife Gladys have 8 children.

On November 16, 2008, Reverend Barnes was recognized as a Living 
Legend of Port Norris. See his page: historicportnorris.org/legends-3.htm

We will miss him dearly. We honor his commitment to the Port Norris 
Historical Society. He has been added to our Honor Roll. Rev. Ernest Barnes, 
Lifetime Honorary Trustee, Legend (2008-2022)

http://www.historicportnorris.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Port-Norris-Historical-Society/102085803169167
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-3.htm
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Living Legends: 
Joanne Hickman

John Maddox

20th Century Legends:
Charles Amos (Mule) Camper

Ethalinda Blackman
Joseph Dagastine
R. Shirley Taylor

THE 2023 LEGENDS ARE...

The awards will be held in person April 22, 2023. More details to come. 
historicportnorris.org/legends.htm

SAVE THE 
DATE

Dominick Capaldi presenting Rev. Barnes with 
his Legends award, at the first Legends Award 
Dinner, November 16, 2008 at the Port Norris 
Fire House.

PEACH COBBLER

1 3/4 pounds fresh peaches
1/2 cup (4 oz.) salted butter
1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup whole milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Preheat oven to 350º F

Peel and slice peaches, you will have about 4 cups. Place butter
in an 11 x 7 inch baking dish. Place dish in oven until butter
melts. Stir together flour, sugar, milk, and vanilla in a bowl and pour onto melted butter. (do not stir)

Spoon peaches over mixture. (do not stir) bake in preheated oven until brown and bubbly, 45 to 50 minutes.
Remove from oven, let cool, add a scoop of vanilla ice cream and enjoy!

VANILLA ICE CREAM IN 3 STEPS

2 cups whipping cream
1 can Eagle brand condensed milk
2 tablespoons vanilla flavoring

Whip 2 cups of whipping cream, and immediately fold in vanilla and Eagle brand condensed milk using  
sweeping motions.

Pour in 9 x 5 loaf pan and freeze 6 hours until hard.
Can use same method with your favorite flavor, Strawberry Chocolate, etc

Legends of Port Norris Cookbook
REV. BARNES’ RECIPES 
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http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/legends.htm
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I have a list of folks I know,
all written in a book
And every year when Christmas comes,
I go and take a look, 

And that is when I realize
that these names are a part
Not of the book they are written in,
but really from my heart

For each name stands for someone
who has cossed my path sometime,
And in the meeting they’ve become
the rhythm in each rhyme 

And while it sounds fantastic
for me to make this claim,
I really feel that I’m composed
of each remembered name

And while you may not be aware
of any special link
Just meeting you has changed my life
a lot more than you think 

For once I’ve met somebody,
the years cannot erase
The memory of a pleasant word
or of a friendly face

A Christmas Poem
By Helen Steiner Rice

So never think my Christmas cards
are just a mere routine
Of names upon a Christmas list,
forgotten in between, 
For when I send a Christmas card
that is addressed to you,
It is because you’re on the list
that I’m indebted to

For I am but a total
of the many folks I’ve met,
And you happen to be one of those
I prefer not to forget 

And whether I have known you
for many years or few,
In some ways you have a part
in shaping things I do

And every year when Christmas comes,
I realize anew,
The best gifts life can offer
is meeting folks like you.

And may the spirit of Christmas
that forever endures
Leave its richest blessings
in the hearts of you and yours.

I found this lovely poem tucked away with a Christmas list that belonged to my mom,  
Anne Wilk, who passed away in May, 2022 at the age of 102. ~ Ginny Campbell

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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From Days Gone By...

December 22, 1904
Bridgeton Evening News

December 22, 1904
Bridgeton Evening News

December 21, 1910
Bridgeton Evening News

December 18, 1913
Bridgeton Evening News December 21, 1910

Bridgeton Evening News

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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From Days Gone By...
D

ec
em

be
r 2

1,
 1

91
0

December 13, 1900

December 1903

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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From Days Gone By...

December 13, 1900 Bridgeton Pioneer- 

December 21, 1910
Bridgeton Evening News

January 2, 1902

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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From Days Gone By...

December 12, 1905  
Dollar Weekly News

November 11, 1930
December 9, 1930  

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Then suddenly... 

More rapid than the eagles from  

Strawberry Ave and over the Historical Society’s 

shiny new roof, they came, And he whistled, and shouted,  

and called them by name;

“Now, Robbins! now, Berry! now, Riggin  

and Adams! On, Capaldi! on Hollinger!  

on Taylor and Rudolph!”
To the top of the docks! to the top of the Meerwald!

Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly and  

before high tide, when they meet with an obstacle,  

mount to the sky, so up to the house-tops the coursers they flew, with the 

sleigh full of Robbins store toys, and St. Nicholas too.

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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When he was finished, he gave a nod and up the chimney  

he rose. He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
 

And away they all flew over the Maurice River like the down  

of a thistle. But they heard him exclaim, ere he flew out of sight, Halleyville, 

then Mauricetown next stops. And

“Happy Christmas to all,  
and to all a good-night.”

©2022 Port Norris Historical Society historicportnorris.org 
Illustrations by Patrick McDarby Designed by Rachel Cobb

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Membership and  
Renewal for 2023   

We would love to add your name to our 
growing list of members. Please give some 
thought to joining the PNHS.  Membership 

Fees:  
  General Individual - $10.  General Family - $15.

Benefactor Individual - $30.  Benefactor Family $35.
Patron Individual - $50.  Patron Family $55.  

Student (under age 17) - $1.00 (no voting privileges)  
Membership entitles you to discounts  

on our merchandise.   
Click here to renew or join,  

historicportnorris.org/membership.htm 
 

Or mail your check to: Port Norris 
Historical Society, PO Box 187  

Port Norris, NJ 08349.    
Thank you for your support. Membership is 

key to applying for grants as well as  
your dollars help us continue with all  

of our endeavours.
Membership fees are tax deductible. 

See us on Facebook and 
our website 

historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend and 
would like to be added to our list, please click 
here and we will add you. If we received your 
email at one of our events. and if you do not 
wish to receive this newsletter, click here 
web@historicportnorris.org, we will remove you 
from the list.  We do not sell or share your email 
with anyone!

Officers
Rachel Cobb, President
Richard Smith, Vice-President
Gloria Guidera, Corresponding Secretary
Mary Linda Lacotte, Recording Secretary 
Sam Ricci, Treasurer
Elizabeth Hoffman, Co-Treasurer

Trustees 
Eileen Bernhardt
Virginia Campbell
Faye Hickman 
John Hickman
Joyce Massey 

For a complete list of 
committees see our 
website. View Here

December12, 1930

Please Note: Meeting dates and times are  
posted on the website each month along with  
the approved minutes from the last meeting.  
Everyone is always welcome. 

A special thank you to Gloria Guidera and  
Virginia Campbell for their editing talents.

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://www.historicportnorris.org/membership.htm
http://WWW.historicportnorris.org
mailto:web@historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/about.htm

