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HIS TORICAL The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our
S OCIETY unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

Remembering a Legend

Rev. Ernest Ralph Barnes, Sr.
Oct. 3, 1926 - Sept. 11,2022

Submitted by Rev. Barnes in 2010

ev. Ernest Ralph Barnes, Sr. was born in St. Mary’s County MD on October

3, 1926. From the time he was four, he went back and forth from Maurice
River to Maryland as his family worked in the oyster shucking houses. In 1933
they settled in Shellpile, where Rev. Barnes said he saw his first cockroach and \i
mosquito.

Rev. Barnes graduated valedictorian from Port Norris High School in 1945.
He was one of only two African-American students to complete high school that
year. It was common during that time for children from Shellpile to attend school
only until the sixth grade, when they then went to work full-time in the shucking
houses.

Rev. Barnes worked a variety of jobs from Dupont to local farms to the
shucking houses. He worked for Robbins Bros and Harold Bickings. He also
owned several small businesses, including a small restaurant. Rev. Barnes went
to school part-time, which lead to work in the health field. He worked his way up
from orderly to night charge nurse on the Alzheimer floor of the Veterans hospital
in Vineland, where he worked for 20 years. During this time he continued his
education, going to night school for horticulture. He started an edible flower
business that he ran with his family for 13 years.

Reverend Barnes’ biggest love is his church He was called to the ministry
in 1963 and was ordained in 1969. He started this career at the Shiloh Baptist
Church Port Norris and work in churches throughout the area. He has been the
pastor at Macedonia Baptist Church in Egg Harbor Township for more than 30
years. He and his wife Gladys have 8 children.

On November 16, 2008, Reverend Barnes was recognized as a Living
Legend of Port Norris. See his page: historicportnorris.org/legends-3.htm

We will miss him dearly. We honor his commitment to the Port Norris
Historical Society. He has been added to our Honor Roll. Rev. Ernest Barnes,
Lifetime Honorary Trustee, Legend (2008-2022)
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Legends of Port Norris Cookbook

REV. BARNES’ RECIPES

PEACH COBBLER

1 3/4 pounds fresh peaches
1/2 cup (4 oz.) salted butter
1 cup granulated sugar

1 cup all-purpose flour

1 cup whole milk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Photo: Rachel Cobb

Dominick Capaldi presenting Rev. Barnes with
Preheat oven to 350° F his Legends award, at the first Legends Award
Dinner, November 16, 2008 at the Port Norris
Fire House.

Peel and slice peaches, you will have about 4 cups. Place butter
in an 11 x 7 inch baking dish. Place dish in oven until butter
melts. Stir together flour, sugar, milk, and vanilla in a bowl and pour onto melted butter. (do not stir)

Spoon peaches over mixture. (do not stir) bake in preheated oven until brown and bubbly, 45 to 50 minutes.
Remove from oven, let cool, add a scoop of vanilla ice cream and enjoy!

VANILLA ICE CREAM IN 3 STEPS

2 cups whipping cream
1 can Eagle brand condensed milk
2 tablespoons vanilla flavoring

Whip 2 cups of whipping cream, and immediately fold in vanilla and Eagle brand condensed milk using
sweeping motions.

Pour in 9 x 5 loaf pan and freeze 6 hours until hard.
Can use same method with your favorite flavor, Strawberry Chocolate, etc

THE 2023 LEGENDS ARE...

Living Legends: 20th Century Legends:
Joanne Hickman Charles Amos (Mule) Camper
Ethalinda Blackman

John Maddox
Joseph Dagastine

VE THE
SAVE T

The awards will be held in person April 22, 2023. More details to come.

R. Shirley Taylor

historicportnorris.org/legends.htm
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A Christmas Poem

PNHS Holiday 2022

By Helen Steiner Rice

I found this lovely poem tucked away with a Christmas list that belonged to my mom,
Anne Wilk, who passed away in May, 2022 at the age of 102. ~ Ginny Campbell

I have a list of folks I know,

all written in a book

And every year when Christmas comes,
I go and take a look,

And that is when I realize

that these names are a part

Not of the book they are written in,
but really from my heart

For each name stands for someone

who has cossed my path sometime,
And in the meeting they’ve become
the rhythm in each rhyme

And while it sounds fantastic
for me to make this claim,

I really feel that 'm composed
of each remembered name

And while you may not be aware

of any special link

Just meeting you has changed my life
a lot more than you think

For once I've met somebody,
the years cannot erase

The memory of a pleasant word
or of a friendly face

So never think my Christmas cards
are just a mere routine

Of names upon a Christmas list,
forgotten in between,

For when I send a Christmas card
that is addressed to you,

It is because you're on the list

that I'm indebted to

For I am but a total

of the many folks I've met,

And you happen to be one of those
I prefer not to forget

And whether I have known you
for many years or few,

In some ways you have a part
in shaping things I do

And every year when Christmas comes,
I realize anew,

The best gifts life can offer

is meeting folks like you.

And may the spirit of Christmas
that forever endures

Leave its richest blessings

in the hearts of you and yours.
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From Days Gone By...

RILEY BROS.—Motor Cycies, Bicy-
cles, Fire Arms, Fishing Tackle and
Bporting Goods. Seiling Agts. for
Rambler Automobiles, Bridgeton and
Port Norris, N: J. - - - B204tt

December 22, 1904
Bridgeton Evening News

m

'THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF PORT NORRIS, N. J.

Port Ncrris. N. J.. Der, 21, 1210,
An adioumed me<ting of the annual
meeting o? ke siackBelders of this
bank for the election of directors. and
i such other bhiasiness as may dbe con-
' sidered will he held at tae hotel of El-
wocd Davis. Main street. Port Norris,
N. .. Tuesdax. Jaa 24, 17211, a: 12
n'rinCcK. TOOn.
DAVID POWELL. Cashier.
3210 oaw wog 4§t

December 21, 1910
Bridgeton Evening News

PORT NORRIS SHOW

The Port Norris Poultry Associa-

tion will hold its second annual poul-
try show on Friday and Saturday of
this week. The show wi]l be held in
the K. of P. Ha'l.

December 18, 1913
Bridgeton Evening News
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——

,,.nd here are some kind words
-FROM PORT NORRIS.
Port Norris, Dec. 21.—
To the Editor of the News. B
I afn one of your many readers and
in my Judﬂ‘ment as to how the Eve-
ning News shculd be run I will say
just run it through the press as it al-
ways has been run, as the News is
O K. and it is the only reliable paper
in the Staie. The name of the News
will sell it.. Just get boys who wiil let
thexr voxcea be heard. Very truly.

December 22, 1904 N..
Bridgeton Evening News
a B - ——
our Days to

Xmas

DEC. 21

Be Kind to
the Weary
Shopgirls

J

R

R

December 21, 1910
Bridgeton Evening News
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December 21, 1910

——

From Days Gone By...

HAVE ORDERS
2 WEEKS AHEAD

President of Port Norris
Oyster Company Says
Business Is O. K. Con-
sidering Conditions.

In keeping with the optimistic
trend in business and in an effort |
to chase away the “depression”
bugaboo, the president, of the
Port Norris Oyster Company, EIli
Newcomb, today issued a state-
ment about the oyster industry.
from the viewpoint of the large’
concern which recently acquired
a number of smaller concerns in,
a gigantic enterprise.

Referring to a recent article in
which it was stated that a fourth
packing house was closed down

due to business conditions, Mr. |
Newcomb said: N
“The way business is all over

the country we feel very well sat- i}
isfied with conditions in our in-
dustry. The shutting down of
those small packing houses wasy
to cut out expenses,” ‘

The head of the Port Norris|.
Oyster Company added that thel’
two packing houses now being |
operated are turning out more!.
oysters than ever before, and add- '
cd that the output for two weeks)) |
was 75,000 gallons of oysters, |,
representing recelpts aggregating |-
$180,000. 1

Working the two present pack-
ing houses at the highest point of
efTiciency, probably brought about
the curtailing of the  smaller
houses.

Orders now being recelved in-
dicate that the two packing
houses wlill continue to operate at
capacity in the immediate near

future. The hours now in force at !
the plant are 5 a. m. to 7 p. m,,
and there is a brisk demand for
the bivalves, considering  the
slowing up of business and indus-
tries everywhere. *

These statements were  elicited
from I'resident Newcomb to coun-
teract the impression that the
oyster industry s falling to hold
its own with the trend of the
times,

.
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December 13, 1900

Anthragite Coal used exclusively,insuring elean
ness and comfort. :

Time Table in Effect mber §5,Nov

LEAVE BRIDEGETON VIA. (ALL RAIL ROUTE

7598 & m., 3.88 p. m., for New York, Newark,
El sabeth, Soath Amboy, Red Bank, Toms River,
wm, B‘:‘f“. hiullﬂ.ﬂc.

10.35 o, m., P I, tor Bayside and iater.
mediatestations.

FOR PHILADELFPHIA ATLANTIC OI'TY, BAL
TIMORE, WASHINGTON AND ALL

POINTSSOUTH OR WEST, -~

% Y-

Leave Bridgeton, 7.03a. m,, 858 p. 8, =~ =
Above triins connect 2or all points on the Atlams
tie City Rallroed,

OUMBERLAND & MAURICE RIVER BRANUH-

Trains leave Kast Bridgeton for Port Norris of
4.45 Mondays only. 10.43a. m.and 6.99 p, m.
Througn ticxews 10 all I8 AL iowest rates

be had on application, advance (o the
agent at the station,
J+ B. OLHAUSKN, K. P- BALDWIR,
. Qen'l. 8upt, @an’l Page, Ag

December 1903 _
A sr.oo Xmas Dinner lqr_Sl.w at
THE DAV1S,

-

CENTRAL R. R. OF NEW JERSEY -

Y

£,
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T
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From Days Gone By...
CHESS. ./

" CHECKERS AND
Checkeerroblem No. 007,

Black—3, 8, 11, 20, 22 (king), 88 =
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White—8, 10, 12, 13, 18, 32.

White to play and draw. . . .00 -

Chess Problem No. 607.

- d—

Blacgk, T ceTeE

- White,
White to play and

mate in two moves . .l
#oLuTIONS, . ... . &0 7
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HAIR WORK done in all stylea. switch-
es, pufls. ete.. combings aud cut bhair beau-
tifulivy arranged. Mail orders given
prompt attention. I'nrt Norris car passes
door. AIrs. Jamex Wilson. Cedarville, o
doors helow Chamberlain Switch.

128 d 1 mo*

December 21, 1910

Bridgeton Evening News
January 2, 1902

S ——————tsnl s

. SHERIFF'S SALE. .

y virtue of a writ of fleri facias to me directed,
issued out of the Conrt of Chancerv of New
Jersey, will be exposed to sale ac Pablic Vendue on

Saturday, January 4th, 1902,

between the hours of tweive and five o’clock t¢
wit:—at two o’clock in the afternoon of said day at

Tan Horel CUMBERLAND,

oh Norih Laurel street, in the City of Bridgeton,
County of Camberland and State of New Jersey,
all tract or parcel of lands and promises, situate,
l{ing and heing in the T'ownehip of Comm 'reial in
the Coununtvy of Cuomberland and ~tale of New Jer-
sey, bounded as foliowa:— '

Beginning at a stake in the middle of the rcad
leading from Port Norris to Buckshutem and rans
thence by Wiillam Busby’s line north sixiy-seven
and one-half degrees east twenty-four rods twenty-
two links to Joseph Reeves’ line; thence nort
twenty-seven degrees west _
south sixty-seven and one-half decrees west twene

fifteen rods; thence.

ty-one rods fifteen Hnks to the middle ¢f the afore~-

said road; thr-nce by the same sonth seven and one-

e Do M- fourth degrees east, fifteen rods and fifteen linka to
ihecétle:c{robleﬁ hlo-““r “ white. -~ . the beginning, contsining two acres be the same
Cegrtest ot TN g e & 0 TROTE OF less,

‘2.19togg v telnii e 708 ~  Belzed as the property of Abizeil Hinson, et
 8.B1to®7 o4 gy 8800 9 0 Vi, defendants; taken in execution at the suit of
3 :-:g :g ;:- VLT e L :--13 :g }: © , Jane M, Peterson, complainant, and to be sold by
‘ 4..27t0 28 “T" ~ T *f‘ 6..14 to 17 ke U . WILLIAMC.BRNDEE. Sheﬂ.ﬁ-
7.82t028 i .0 ie0 f.3t0 9 - & JAMES J. REEVRSs, SoL o

8-. 9 to 1} o . N *h Lo
Vhess problem No. 608: . LT
White. - ST

[ T

December 13, 1900 Bridgeton Pioneer- ‘

Drawn

. Dated Dec. 8, 1904, . =~ o'.7
- | . . Pe'sfee$T 86

LEREE "

*

]
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| Newport ‘and. the Oriental

: Family Jar,”

fris: 'Wessel,:
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From Days Gone By...

PORT NORRIS.
Dec 16 —A concert will be given in

‘| the K. of P.-hall December 23rd by the

Shingle Society. The Zobo Band of
Band of
Port Norris. will furnish music. There

{will be recitations by Frances Lake,
| Miss -Mame:. Heritagé and Margaiet
‘| Sheppard; of -Newport; s0l0s by Mrs.
‘1 Morton Bateman, Misses Rebecca Fow-
ler, Elizabeth Butby and Maude Fergu-

son, and last,-a dialogue entitled “The
with its tollowmg cast of
| characters:..“John 'Brooke,” Wilson
‘Banks; “Meg' Brooke,” (his wife) Miss

.| Rebedca “‘Towler; “Mr. Scott,” Chas.

Fisher; “Lottie” (the servant) Miss
canolyn Handi- The entertainment i8

{for the: ‘benefit of the-M. E. Church.

Leslie-Fowler, Henry Sockwell, Mor-
mbnr Peace and Roscoe
Miler, fropn*Perkiomen Seminary, will

{return home Thursday to spend Christ-
{mss with ihutiparents in’this place.

. Mrs. EHa: Nbra Iﬂowler has been en-
larcinghet ‘hiduse.

1 Imll&and. Mary Hbllinger are great-

ly pmﬂn; ‘from typhold fever.
s NTs.-higslé Smith has taken - the

\ bou-dlng hdiw&ut Manr.!ee River.

VR e .‘

December 12 1905
Dollar Weekly News

December 9, 1930
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PLEASANT EVENT
AT PORT NOBRIS

A jolly party of people, mostly rela-
{ives and friends from Dividing Creek,
laden with paskets of good things pre-:
paratory to bhaving supper, called at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Howard
{ Robbins, at Port Norris, and greatly
surprised them. A pleasant afternoon
| and evening was spent and Mrs. Rob-
bins served oue of her famous oyster
| suppers along with the other viands.
Mrs. Robbins in her childhocod days
| resided at Dividing Creek. Among
those who were present were Mr. and
Mrs. Robbins and AMr. and Mrs. Wil
| liam Terry and daughter, Miss Edith
Terry, of Port Norris. From Dividing
| Creex Mr. and Mrs. George Nelsou
Terry., Mr. and Mrs. William Fleet-
wood and children, Marion and Wil-
liam: Ar. and Mrs. Charles Bowker
|and san, Nelson; Mr. and Mrs. How-
(| ard Mints and scn. Mr. and Mrs. Geo.
Laws, Mr. and Mrs. Claude Terry, Mr.
and Mrs. George Orr ard daughter,
| Mrs. Howard Campbell, Mrs. Miiton
Pepper and son, Misses Alice Hall and
|| lida Garrisom: from Elizabeth, Ars.
Arthur Pryce and son, Carroil.

November 11, 1930

PORT NORRIS

Port Norris, Dec. 28 —Harry Lake of
New York has been visiting his mother.

Ed. Lynn Davis of Phila. passed
Sunday at * ‘The Davis'.””

Elber Peace who is attending Penn
has been spending a fow days with his
parents.

Morris Wessell of Brown University
is spending his Xmas vacation at his
home here,

Mrs. H. E, Mﬂlar of “DuBols, Pa.,
who has been. _visiting Miss Elsie
Turner, returned to Pittsburg yester-
day, where she will spenda few days
betore returning to her home.

Mrs. Daniel Newcomb was in
Bridgeton yesterday.

Miss Lorana Dickel was Jvisiting her
aant in Newport on Wednesday.

Mr, J. 8, Turner is confined to the
house with inflammatory rheumatism,

Major McDaniel was a recent Bridge-'
ton vieitor,

Mrs. Ross DeMaris was in Philadel
phia recently.

Mr. and_Mrs, H, W. Sockwell are on
& visit out of town.

R. D. Eschbach of New York, repre-
senting Bowker ‘Fertilizer Co., was in
town on business Monday, -

Port Norris, Deo. 26.—Mrs. Bert
Riley, ot Fairton, is spending some

time with her parents, Mr, and Mrs.

' | George Owens.

Mrs. Myrtie Lake, of Millville, is
being entertained by relatives here,

Mrs. Frapk Duffield, of Cedarville,
is visiting her parents, Mr, and Mrs.
Henry Berry.

Mrs. Eva Jones, of Colorado, is
making an extended visit to her
parents here.

William Morris, of Philadelphia,

i spent Saturday and Sunday at his

home.

Miss Edith Lee, who is teaching out
of town is spending her vacation with
her parenta,

E. 8. Morris, of New York, passed
Saturday and Sunday at his hcme,
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Then suddenly...

More rapid thaw the eagles from

Strawberry Ave and over the Historical Society'’s

shiny new roof, they came, And he whistled, and shouted,
anod called them bg nwame;

“Now, Robbilns! now, Bervy! now, Riggin
and Adams! on, Capaldi! on Hollinger!

on TagLor and RualoLph!”
To the top of the docks! to the top of the Meerwald!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly and
before high tide, whew they meet with an obstacle,
mount to the sky, so up to the house-tops the coursers they flew, with the

sleigh full of Robbins store toys, and St. Nicholas too.
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when he was finished, he gave a nod and up the chimmney
he rose. He sprang to his sletgh, to his team gave a whistle,

Awnd away they all flew over the Maurice River like the down
of a thistle. But they heard him exclaim, ere he flew out of sight, Halleyville,
then Mauricetown next stops. And

“HappYy Christmas to all,
§Z}7§? and to all a good-night.” % Z}%\
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Membership and
Renewal for 2023

We would love to add your name to our
growing list of members. Please give some
thought to joining the PNHS. Membership

Fees:

General Individual - $10. General Family - $15.
Benefactor Individual - $30. Benefactor Family $35.
Patron Individual - $50. Patron Family $55.
Student (under age 17) - $1.00 (no voting privileges)
Membership entitles you to discounts
on our merchandise.

Click here to renew or join,
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm

Or mail your check to: Port Norris
Historical Society, PO Box 187
Port Norris, NJ 08349.

Thank you for your support. Membership is
key to applying for grants as well as
your dollars help us continue with all
of our endeavours.

Membership fees are tax deductible.

FU” speea

See us on Facebook and

ahead for
our website

;ﬁ g @ Y K ﬁ K ;E historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend and

would like to be added to our list, please click
U P G e S here and we will add you. If we received your
email at one of our events. and if you do not
wish to receive this newsletter, click here

C web@historicportnorris.org, we will remove you
- Or from the list. We do not sell or share your email

with anyone!

Officers

Rachel Cobb, President

Richard Smith,Vice-President

Gloria Guidera, Corresponding Secretary
Mary Linda Lacotte, Recording Secretary
Sam Ricci, Treasurer

Elizabeth Hoffman, Co-Treasurer

Trustees
Eileen Bernhardt

For a complete list of
committees see our

A special thank you to Gloria Guidera and Virginia Campbell sraheie. Viem Bieme

Virginia Campbell for their editing talents.

Faye Hickman

HISTORICAL . . .
SOCTETY Please Note: Meeting dates and times are John Hickman
posted on the website each month along with Joyce Massey
© Port Norris Historical Society 2022 the approved minutes from the last meeting'

Everyone is always welcome.
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